French Verb Table
Present tense

	
	Regular (All regular verbs follow this pattern)
	Irregular – LEARN THEM! (There are more but these are the most important)

	
	Jouer (-ER) 

To play
	Finir (-IR)

To finish
	Attendre (-RE)

To wait
	Etre 

To be
	Avoir

To have
	Aller

To go
	Faire

To make/do
	Prendre

To take
	Vouloir

To want

	Je (J’ before vowel or ‘h’)
	joue
	finis
	attends
	suis
	ai
	vais
	fais
	prends
	veux

	Tu
	joues
	finis
	attends
	es
	as
	vas
	fais
	prends
	veux

	Il/elle/on
	joue
	finit
	attend
	est
	a
	va
	fait
	prend
	veut

	Nous
	jouons
	finissons
	attendons
	sommes
	avons
	allons
	faisons
	prenons
	voulons

	Vous
	jouez
	finissez
	attendez
	êtes
	avez
	allez
	faites
	prenez
	voulez

	Ils/elles
	jouent
	finissent
	attendent
	sont
	ont
	vont
	font
	prennent
	veulent


Perfect tense (Passé composé)
	
	Regular past participles with ‘avoir’
	Irregular past participles with ‘avoir’
	Regular past participles with ‘être’

(add ‘e’ if the subject is feminine, add ‘s’ if the subject is masculine plural, add ‘es’ if the subject is feminine plural).
	Irregular past participles with ‘être’

	
	
	Jouer (-ER)

To play
	Finir (-IR)

To finish
	Attendre (-RE)

To wait
	bu (drank)

fait (made/did)

écrit (wrote)

lu (read)

pris (took)

reçu (received)

vu (saw)
	
	Aller

To go
	Partir

To leave
	Descendre

To go down
	Venir
To come
	Naître
To be born
	Mourir
To die

	Je (J’ before vowel or ‘h’)
	ai
	joué (played)
	fini (finished)
	attendu (waited)
	
	suis
	allé(e)
	parti(e)
	descendu(e)
	venu(e)
	né(e)
	mort(e)

	Tu
	as
	
	
	
	
	es
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Il/elle/on
	a
	
	
	
	
	est
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nous
	avons
	
	
	
	
	sommes
	allé(e)s
	parti(e)s
	descendu(e)s
	venu(e)s
	né(e)s
	mort(e)s

	Vous
	avez
	
	
	
	
	êtes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ils/elles
	ont
	
	
	
	
	sont
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Same pattern: 

Arriver, Entrer, Rentrer, Monter, Rester, Tomber, Retourner
	Same pattern: 

Sortir
	To remember which verbs take ‘être’ as the auxiliary you can use the mnemonic: 

MRS VAN DER TRAMPP
(Monter, Rester, Sortir, Venir, Arriver, Naître, Descendre, Entrer, Retourner, Tomber, Rentrer, Aller, Mourir, Partir, Passer)


Imperfect tense








Near future tense

	
	Regular – take the ‘nous’ form of the present tense and remove –ons.  Then you have your stem (e.g. nous habitons --> habit- + imperfect ending
	Irregular stem

	
	Habiter (-ER) 

To live
	Avoir (-IR)

To have
	Boire (-RE)

To drink
	Être

To be

	Je (J’ before vowel or ‘h’)
	habitais
	avais
	buvais
	étais

	Tu
	habitais
	avais
	buvais
	étais

	Il/elle/on
	habitait
	avait
	buvait
	était

	Nous
	habitions
	avions
	buvions
	étions

	Vous
	habitiez
	aviez
	buviez
	étiez

	Ils/elles
	habitaient
	avaient
	buvaient
	étaient



Future tense
	
	Manger (-ER) 

To eat
	Finir (-IR)

To finish
	Apprendre (-RE)

To learn

	Je (J’ before vowel or ‘h’)
	mangerai
	finirai
	apprendrai

	Tu
	mangeras
	finiras
	apprendras

	Il/elle/on
	mangera
	finira
	apprendra

	Nous
	mangerons
	finirons
	apprendrons

	Vous
	mangerez
	finirez
	apprendrez

	Ils/elles
	mangeront
	finiront
	apprendront


This is basically the infinitive + the correct ending.  It translates as ‘I will…’, ‘You will…’ etc.  For –RE verbs you drop the ‘e’ to make the stem.
�
Aller 


To go�
+ Infinitive�
�
Je�
vais�
manger


aller


boire


acheter


visiter


parler…�
�
Tu�
vas�
�
�
Il/elle/on�
va�
�
�
Nous�
allons�
�
�
Vous�
allez�
�
�
Ils/elles�
vont�
�
�



This is the equivalent of ‘I am going to…’ or ‘You are going to…’ etc… in English.  


It is the most straightforward way of referring to future events.





Conditional tense





�
Manger (-ER) 


To eat�
Finir (-IR)


To finish�
Apprendre (-RE)


To learn�
�
Je (J’ before vowel or ‘h’)�
mangerais�
finirais�
apprendrais�
�
Tu�
mangerais�
finirais�
apprendrais�
�
Il/elle/on�
mangerait�
finirait�
apprendrait�
�
Nous�
mangerions�
finirions�
apprendrions�
�
Vous�
mangeriez�
finiriez�
apprendriez�
�
Ils/elles�
mangeraient�
finiraient�
apprendraient�
�



This is also the infinitive + the correct ending.  It translates as ‘I would…’, ‘You would…’ etc.  For –RE verbs you drop the ‘e’ to make the stem.
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